A SERIOUS and AFFECTIONATE 


JaDDRE SS 


A To the PEOPLE called 

IB QUAKERS; 
E CONTAINING 
Some REMARKS on the preſent State of that Peo- 
'S + ple, and ſome ſeaſonable Apy1ce relating there- 
to; with ExhoRTATIORs tothe Gay and Un- 
4 * ſtable amongſt them; to ſeek the LORD be- 
7 foreit to be too late. 
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Rev. ii. 2, 3, 4, 5+ 1 know thy Works « and thy Labour, and thy 
Patience, and how thou canſt not bear them which are evil ; and 
thou haſt tried them which ſay they are Apoſtles, and are wt, 
and hafi found them Lier:; and haſt born, and hat Patience, 
and for my Name's Sake haſt laboured, and haft not fainted: Ne- 
wertheleſs, I have ſomewhat ggainſt thee, becauſe thou baſt left 
thy firſt Love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do thy firft Works, or elſe I will come unto thee 
quickly, and remove thy Gandleſlick out of bis Place, except thou 
repent. 
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| To FRIENDS 
In the Kingdom of IRELAND, at their 


National Half- Year's Meeting to be held 
at DUBLIN, in the 11th Month 1767. 


DEAR FRIENDS, 


FN the Salutation of true Brotherly Love, in the 
A unchangeable Truth I ſalute you; having ſince my 
return from your Nation, had you very nearly and 
affectionately in my Remembrancs, with earneſt 
Breathings i in ſecret, to the Gop and Fountain of all 
gur Mercies, for your Growth, and Preſervation there- 
in; And that as you have been favour'd with the 
clear Manifeſtations of Divine Light, in the Secret of 
your Hearts, which has diſcover'd the Infirnuties of 
Nature, and the Neceſlity of Redemption from the 
8 un thereof, you may by a diligent Regard 
co, and Attention upon that Holy Principle, of Light 
29 Life; daily perceive all the deceitful Workings of 
Satan, and happily eſcape his Temptations, by being 
daily more and more, enabled to ſee in that Light, 
go artfully he ſuits them, to the natural Inclination 
bol poor frail Man; in order to lead him into a State 
of Death, Darkneſs, and Separation from GoD. 
| of Every pleaſing and delightful Enjoyment therefore, 
in this uncertain State of Exiſtence, which are of an 
q entangling Nature, and leads the Mind out, from a 


A farther 


N 


pure, holy, fi ingle Watching in the Light, for the 


„ Rs”, 
farther Manifeſtations of the Spirit, ought to be re. 
jected, and turned from; by taking up a daily Croſz | ] 
to theſe Things, *till the Will and Deſire for al 
undue Gratifications, be wholly crucified, and ſlain, © 0 
and ſuch obedient Souls become thereby humble 
Followers, of the crucified Saviour, (inwardly ag 
ſpiritually.) | | 

O my dear Friends! who are advanced in Ten, 
and have known the repeated Viſitations of the Lon b | 
to your Souls, from your Youth ; be careful to hold 
on your Way; and in deep Reverence, cleave to him, 
and love him, above all; who in tender Mercy has 
been thus gracious to you, and till waits to confer \ 
more Favours upon you; if you hold faſt your Inte - 
grity, and retain your firſt Love, and labour daily, 
to become more and more weaned, from the Lo 
of this World, and to deſpiſe the Riches thereof, 
and count all as Loſs, Droſs, and Dung, in Compari- 
ſon of the Riches of the Love of Gop in IESUs 
CHrisT; and as you come to the Enjoyment of 
this hidden Treaſure, this durable Riches, that fa- 
deth not away; you will find your Hearts warm'd ©: 
with an earneſt and deep Concern for your Offspring, 
and Families, which will extend, and ſpread with 
ſtrong Deſires, in a particular Manner for every Mem- 
ber, that belongs or any way appertains, to the Com. y 
munity which you are Members of; and will lead 
you to lend a Hand of Help, to the Weak among 
them; to adviſe and reprove where it m ay be found 
needful ; which will tend to the Encreaſe of that 0 
Peace, that paſſeth, and ſurpaſſeth, all human Con- 
ception, and Underſtanding; which is ſo great as to 
elude Deſcription, and is only known by Enjoyment. 


N 
e · And as I have been a Witneſs of the tender 
| Regard, of the Loxp of the Haryeſt, towards mas 
of you, who are of the young Generation, in 
in, divers Places; in extending a gracious Viſitation 
le towards you, in order to gather you, under the Go- 
nd vernment of his divine Power; and has brought 
ſome of you to feel the Beginnings of its bleſſed 
rs, Work upon your Hearts; who have been reach'd 
.D to, and affected by the humbling Virtue thereof; 
ld my ſincere Deſire is, that you may follow on 10 
m know the Lord, and then you will ſee greater Things 
wu than theſe, and experience a growing from Faith to 
fer Faith, and fo become in due Time, (if you faint not) 
' eſtabliſhed upon the ſure Foundation, and Rock 
ly, of Ages, the only Support of the Righteous in all. 
we Penemtions. 
of, Theſe few Hints I found to ſpring 1 in my Mind 
ri- towards you (my dear Friends,) in true Goſpel 
s Love, and as it is very uncertain, whether I may e- 
of ver ſee you again in your Nation; I confeſs I found 
fa- 2 Deſire (while with you) to propoſe i it to the Con- 
d K ſideration of your half Year's Meeting, to diſperſe 
gy an Impreſſion, of this ſmall Treatiſe herewith ſent 
th you, among the Friends and Profeſſors of Truth in 
nthe reſpective Meetings throughout your Kingdom; 
n- which I publiſhed here in England, above Nine 
xd Vears ſince; And having obſerved too much cauſe 
ig in Ireland, for the ſame Advice, and too evident 
2 Y Marks of the ſame Declenſion, which we juſtly com- 
>” plain of, hoping it might be ſerviceable to ſome, who 
1- 7 are taking their flight on be Sabbath Day, 
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1 have no popular Views, but my ſi ingle Aim ; 


to promote the Good of all; but more eſpecially the 


"Preſervation of your Youth ; whoſe Welfare I have 


much at Heart, and if any Benefit or real Adyan. 
tage ariſe from it, to any Member of the Society or 


others, my End will be fo far anſwer' d; who am 
in that Loye which reacheth over Sea and Land. 


- 


| Your Friend and Brother, 


TJo:HMN Fr. 
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PFrExDLY READER, 


T has been for ſome Years my fleady Judgment, 
That whenſoever any Perſon is publickly engaged 

in the religious Diſcharge of his Duty, it ſeems to 
weaken his Cauſe, and brings the Reality of it into 
queſtion, to deſire an Excuſe, or make any Apology 
for bis Performance. | 
I confeſs, be may be allow'd to mention his Induces 
mens to it, which I think very reaſonable ; and then 
ibis Cauſe is good, his Reaſons for engaging in it 
ll be ftrong, and ſuch as will probably open his 
May, to a fair Hearing : IT ſhall therefore inform 

thee, 


That the Confderation of the Growth of Immora- 


iy and Prophaneneſs, and that general Depravity 
and Corruption, which is diſcovered by the Torrent 
Pride and Wickedneſs, that hath overſpread this 
355 ing Nation (as well as all Europe) has exceed- 
-wzly affeted my Mind, and filled me with inexpreſſi- 
de Sorrow and: Afﬀiiftion ; fearing theſe Things, if 
continued in, will provoke the righteous Judge of all 
the Earth 20 lay his Hand upon us, by bringing Some 
Ugreadful Plagues and Calamities upon it, in order to 
Rewaken them from that State of falſe Eaſe and Secu- 
rity that they are too much fallen into; the Voice of 


2 Judgments perhaps may ſooner lead to Repen- 


. france, than the kind and gentle Calls of Mercy, ex- 


A 2 tended 
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tended in Times of Health, Plenty aud outward Try 
quillity : The Controverſy of the LoRD ever Was wi {1 
Sin, and his Diſpleaſ ure againſt Sinners, and his 5. 

ny kind and gracious Calls to them have been, to bri 4 
them out of it, and turn to Repentance and Amen {4 
ment of life, before he executes his Vengeance uy 
them, either in a particular or National way: The: |, 
fore I find my Mind engaged in an affeftionate Ma . 
ner, from an Apprebenſion of Duty, to publiſh i + 
Addreſs, to expoſtulate with my Brethren and 
ters, Members of the ſame Society, and profeſſing | 
ſame Faith, to remind them of the Danger of bei 
allured by the Glory of this preſent World, into J. 
getfulneſs of Go p, and a departing from him; xn 
ing, that if we partake with the Wieked in their 8u 
we ſhall of their Plagues alſo. 

May the SE ARCHER of all Hearts, who only fhe | 
to Men what their Thoughts are, cau/e theſe Thin 
to make due Impreſſion upon every one who is declint 
or declining in their Love to him, and enable ibem 
return; and may the Sincere in Heart be bereby in 
red up to love and ſerve him with more Zeal and I) © u 
ligence, that his Bleſſing may be continued to us, © 
a People ; ſo will the End of this Labour be anſwer Þ 6 
ed; which is the e Pr N age mage Breath 
ings of 1 
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Thy Friend, ; 4 
Sutton Bey 3 in Wing ſpire, | 3 1 
Joun Fr. 
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the gth of the Fifth 
"_ 1758. | 


"ADDRESS 

uy: 

1 ro the People called QUAKE RS. 
74 | 

1 0 8 it is too evident, that a Declenſion and De- 

Wl. parting from the Purity of the Chriſtian 

bei PDoctrine began very early, even in the A- 

F. poſilcs Days, which gradually increaſed by the Chri/- 

un Hans depending on their own Wiſdom ; and when 


Sin F gt their Councils and Synods they began to eſtabliſh 

weh Doctrines and Opinions, as the leading Men a- 
her Wongſt them had imbibed ; by which Means the Spi- 
hin bit of Go p, which he that had an Ear to hear was 


lin; i bear, ſpeaking in or unto the Churches, became Rev. ii. 7. 


en neglected, and was not looked upon as a Standard for 
Ji Hoctrine and Practice; which after a long Series of 
Time brought on a general Apoſtacy over Chriſten- 
„im, and introduced a Set of Ceremonies and ſuper- 
wer | Ritious Obſervations, unheard of in the Days of the 
eath Apoſtles. 
hut yet ſuch was the Deluſion of Satan, that theſe 
| pretended Succeffors of the Apoſtles, found means to 
Form themſelves into various Orders of Prieſthood, 


hereby they- got the Aſcendant over the People, and 
their Dictators in Matters of Faith and Prin- 


2 and thereby obtained Reverence and Eſteem 
from them, who became ſo blind, that they thought 
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6 2 * 
it their Duty to ſupport them with the beſt of thy 
temporal Goods; by which Means they becam fe 
great, and Lords over Go D's Heritage for filthy I, P. 
cre;ſake ; whoſe greateſt Care was to keep thoſe the: fo 
+ Votaries 4s much as poſſible in Ignorance, that th ' ax 
true Deſign of theſe pretended ſpiritual Guides, f ly 
enriching and aggrandizing themſelves, might not e R 
pear; by which Means, in a few Centuries, the afon al 
ſaid Apoſtacy overſpread the Church, which therch; o 
became a falſe Church, having a corrupt and fali tl 
Head, to whom, in that Tgnorance and Folly th F 
Men fell into, they even 'dar'd to aſcribe Holineſi de 
and equal him with Gop, as capable of forgivin 
Sins, and keeping the Keys of the Rove of Hes V 
ven. 

I need not enlarge on this Subject, nor enter inn Nl 
the Cruelties, Bloodſhed, Perſecutions and Barbar: 4 
ties, committed by this falſe Church, under the Go. 8 
vernment of this corrupt Head for many Ages, upon 
ſuch as oppoſed and teſtified againſt their Blaſphemies, 1 
Idolatries, Superſtitions and Errors ; but proceed to 4 
obſerve, 

That after overall Attempts, and W much 
Difficulty and Hardſhip, this Iſland of Great-Britain 
at laſt ſhook off in part that oppreſſive Yoke; and ſol L 
begun an happy Reformation in Church Affairs, a- 
bout the Middle of the ſixteenth Century: But as 
this Apoſtacy, and Darkneſs over the Minds of Peo- 
ple profeſſing Chriſtianity, aroſe and enereaſed in 2 
gradual Manner, ſo it could not be expected that all 1 
could be reformed at once, nor that all Men, purſu- 
ing corrupt and ſelfiſh Ends, could be then excluded | 

from | 


thi” Kh 7 2 | 
Came be Church, and all Errors in Doctrine and 
. Prafftice be then renounced: No; though theſe Re- 
ther fopiters, in the Reign of King Edward the ſixth, 
it th and Queen Elizabeth, were very ſincere and zealouſ- 
s, t ly concerned to promote a publick Alteration, and 
ot ax Reformation in the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, yet 
afon all cguld not then be done; the more clear Opening 
erch; of the Myſteries of Religion, and the Diſcovery of 
fa the Depths of Satan, and leading People from the 
the Forms of Religion to the Power of it, was reſerved 
ineſi to another Age. | 
ivin I is true, ſome Attempts for a farther Reformation 
Her "Were made; many diſſented from the eſtabliſned 
Church on account of its /t Forms of Prayer, as 
inn ngt enough ſpiritual ; they alſo difliked the Epiſcopal 
bar. Fer, and the Degrees of Dignity among the Cler- 
Go and the general Manner of Worſhip, Viz. with 
upon Organs, Bells, Surplices, Croſs in what they call 
nies Bagti/m, &c. as too much reſembling the Church of 
d to Ro je - But, alas! the ſeveral Sects, wha thus diſ- 
ed and formed themſelves into diſtinct Societies, 
289 ſoon reſted in a Form of Godlineſs, though diffe- 
tain Mt from each other, and too ſhort of the real Pow- 
ſo that a farther Reformation was ſtill neceſſary, 
Li 84 ity order to purge out the Dregs and Remains of that 
t as Apoſtacy which had been ſo great. 
lt pleaſed Gop therefore, in his infinite Wisdom, 
tender Regard to theſe Nations, about the Year 
so, effeQually to touch the Heart of GzoxGe 
u- 8 PX, and many others, by his holy and divine Spirit, 
ad thereby enlightened their Minds, ſhewing them 
= e Emptineſs of ſuperficial Religion; the Nene 5 8 
N DH 


» 
— * 7 
a 
Pu þ ho 
= 
xXx 


RI 2 

Prieftcraft ; the Neceſſity of Regeneration; and, in 
fine, of being reconciled to Gop, and of worſhipping 
and ſerving him in Spirit and in 7 ruth. | 

© Theſe Things being received and believed in, they 
held it their Duty openly and boldly to declare and 
publiſh them through theſe Nations, and other Coun- 
tries, ſetting forth the Neceflity of being led by the 
Spirit of Gop, whoſe Operations were to convict of 
Sin; lead to Repentance ; enable to amend; redeem 
from Evil: and inwardly ſanctify the Souls of Men; 
and that in Obedience to theſe Convictions: Ang as 
they followed the Leadings of that Spirit or divine 
Principle of Light and Grace in the Heart, they be. 
came intitled to the Benefit of the Death and Suffer · 
ings, Interceſſion and Mediation of CnRIS 1 with his 

FATHER, and to know their Sins blotted out. 
Thus were the general and ancient Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity openly revived, in Oppoſition to that un- 
ſuafe Doctrine, of Men's being wholly ſaved by rely- 
ing on the Merits of CRHRIS , excluſive of the Work 
of the Spirit in the Heart, in order to lead them to 
true Repentance, and the bleſſed Fruits thereof. And 
as this new Doctrine (as it was then eſteemed, though 
as old as the Apoſtles Time) tended to turn the Minds 
of People inward, both for Light and Knowledge of 
their own Conditions, and for Ability to obey and 
ſerve Gop, as well as for all neceſſary Qualifications 
relating to his Worſtup, as Preaching Praying and 
Praifing him, it very much alarmed the Teachers and 
Preachers of thoſe Times, who taught for Cain, and 
were ſupported by Ty:hes, Perquifites, Subſcriptions 
and Gifts, as ſtriking at the very Foundation of their 
Eſtab- 


os, 

Eſtabliſhment and Employ, and tending to lead the 
People from a Dependance upon them, to a Depen- 
dance upon the LORD, and the Guidance of his divine 
Spirit. 

They aſſerted alſo, That all true Goſpel Miniſtry 
aroſe only from the Opening and Influence of tha! Spi- 
rit ; which Miniſtry, as it came freely from Gp, 


was always to be freely given to the People; and this Mat. x. f. 
they not only publiſhed boldly, but by their Practice pet. y. 2. 


confirmed the ſame; which ſoon became the ſubject 
of much Converfation, and occaſioned their Doctrine 
and Lives to be narrowly ſearched into: And as the 
peculiar Excellency of Truth is always to bear the 
Light, and the more it is examined, to be the more 
admired, fo the Verity of their Doctrine appeared the 
more conſpicuous when throughly inſpected ; the Con- 
ſequence of which was, 'The great Increaſe of the 
Profeſſors thereof, whoſe ſolid and ſteady conduct diſ- 
cover'd the Reality of their Religion: To prevent the 
Increaſe of which, a violent and ſevere Perſecution 
aroſe from the then Powers of the Earth, which was per- 
mitted for the Trial of the Conſtancy and Patience of 
thoſe our worthy Predeceſſors; which terrible Storm 
was ſuffered by the ALMiGHTyY to continue, with 
ſome ſmall Intermiſſion, for about 36 Years; under 
all which I need not mention the great Sufferings they 
under went, nor their Chriſtian Fortitude under them. 
But we may obſerve, that on the Death of King Char- 
les the ſecond, they were reliev'd from Impriſonment, 
(with what View, is not my preſent Buſineſs to obſerve) 
but in the happy Reign of King William the third, a 


general Toleration was granted by Act of Parliament. 
B Then 


e 
Then was the Time that one might reaſonably have 
thought, Religion and Virtue would have flouriſh'd in 
a general Way amongſt all the Profeſſors thereof; but 
alas. enjoying outward Eaſe and Liberty under a mild 
and gentle Government, Indulgence begat Indifferen- 
cy to Religion, and Neglect of Duty to that Gop who 
made them; and the Religion of too many ſeem'd to 
terminate in à Form of Godlineſs without the Power, 
and in Shew without Subſtance. 

I cannot, without Injuſtice, omit obſerving in this 
Place, that the Remainder of that Generation of our 
faithful Brethren, who ſurvived theſe Perfecutions, ge- 


nerally held their Integrity to their Lives end, and dy'd 


in Peace with the Lok D, as appears from many of their 
dying Teſtimonies. 
And I think this a proper Place to obſerve to my 
Reader, that amongſt all Reformers ſince the general 
Apoſtacy, none came ſo clear out of it, nor carried 
the Reformation ſo high, as they did: For, 
1. In Religion, they laid aſide all Ceremonies 
and human Contrivances, and perform'd their Worſhip 
in the ability receiv'd from Gop, by the immediate 
Help of his bleſſed Spint. 

2dly. They teſtified againſt all Hire, Wages and 
Contributions for Preaching, as Antichriſtian. 

34ly. They turn'd their Backs upon, and deny'd 
themſelves of all Games, Plays, Dances, Muſick, and 


every vain Cuſtom of the World, as wholly oppoſite 


to the Tendency of true Religion. 
4thly. They were ſo much afraid of the corrupt 
Spirit of the World, and the Fellowſhip thereof, that 


they convers'd with ſuch with the utmoſt Caution; eſ- 
teeming 
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E 
toeming it dangerous to have Fellowſhip or Intimacy 
with thoſe who had not Fellowſhip with Gop. 

5 by. They were ſo ſenfible of the dangerous and 
entangling Nature of the many corrupt Ways, Cuſ- 
toms and Faſhions of this World, in Speech, Geſture 
and Behaviour, that they refuſed Conformity to all 
theſe Things; and finding it their Duty ſo to be, choſe 
to be a People dwelling alone, and contented them- 
ſelves with plain and decent Apparel! and Furniture, 
being led into the Uſe of ſcriptural and proper Diſtinc- 
tions of Singular and Plural Numbers; as likewiſe 
to refuſe to call the Months and Days of the Week by 
Heathen Names; and theſe Things they were ſo ſenſi- 
ble of their Duty in, that the hotteſt Perſecution was 
not ſufficient to cauſe them to depart from them. 

As theſe were their Principles, they held it of abſo- 
late Neceſlity to keep cloſe to them, as an Hedge of 
Defence to their Society, and as a ſtrong Barrier to 
keep their Youth from the hurtful Conſequence of In- 
timacy with ſuch as were unacquainted with that di- 
vine Influence of the Spirit of Truth, which they 
were led by; from hence aroſe a tri? Diſcipline and 
Care among the Elders, both Male and Female, and 
a careful Watch over the Youth, and one another for 
Good, to prevent not only the evil Effects of corrupt 
Converſation, but alſo of reading vain and pernicious 
Authors ; and whilſt this Care continued, happy were 
the Conſequences of it, as it is yet experienced in 
many Places where it is maintained; but alas! where 
it is neglected, and the Youth ſuffered to aſſociate with 
ſuch who are corrupt in Principle or Practice, they too 
often become united with them into the ſame worldly 
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Spirit, and ſo neglect to learn of that inward Monitor 
which they have often been directed unto, and ſo bid 
the Chriſtian Principles of their Education Defiance, 
and fall into the Fopperies, Luxury, Extravagance, 
and Vices of the Age. What Part of the Miſcarriage 
and Ruin of ſuch may be charged to the Account of 
their Parents and Guardians, and what Part of it to 
the Account of the Neglect of proper Diſcipline 
in the Elders of the Church, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine; but earneſtly beſeech all, in either Stati- 
ons, to be faithful in the Diſcharge of that Truſt 
which God hath repoſed in them, as they muſt expect 
to anſwer it in the Day of Account. We are certain- 
ly deſigned by him to be ſerviceable and helpful, and 
ſtrengthen the Hands of one another in every good 
Work; for he that admoniſhes in Love the Children 
of his Friend, to their Advantage and his own Com- 
fort, may another Day receive the ſame Benefit from 
him again; and Advice from another Hand is often 
better taken than from our own. 

have been the more particular in my Obſervations 
on the Declenſion of too many amongſt us, that the 
preſent Generation may thereby be induced to com- 
pare their Conduct and Practice with the Example of 
their worthy Predeceſſors, and to ſee if they are com- 
ing up in that Soundneſs of Doctrine, and Purity of 
Life and Converſation, to which, through divine Aſ- 
ſiſtance, many of their Fathers arrived; or whether 
by going on in Oppoſition to their Godly Examples, 
they are not endeavouring to render ineffectual their 
Sufferings, and trampling under Foot, as Deluſions, 
many 
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many of thoſe religious Teſtimonies they were called 


by the HoLyY Sp IRI to bear to the World, 

Very great has been my Lamentation over ſuch, 
and my Sorrow for them, and therefore in true Goſ- 
pel Love am I thus engaged to expoſtulate with them, 
and to offer to their Notice the following Conſidexati- 
on: That where there is not an Harmony in religious 


Principles and Practice, there can be no ſolid Happi- 


neſs; for where one jars with the other, there muſt 
be great Anxiety and Perplexity of Mind, attended 
with a Deſire of amending the latter, or relinquiſhing 
the former ; and the firſt cannot be done without ap- 
plying to God for Help, and being enabled to take 
up a daily Croſs, which will bring a Mortification on 
the natural Will; which too many are afraid to comply 
with, becauſe the Way 1s ſtraight to Fleſh and Blood; 
and the other we ſee is ſeldom done, without diſbe- 
lieving the whole CHriſtian Syſtem of Religion; the 
chief Reaſon of which is, That it too much limits 
the Pride and Haughtineſs of the Creature; and pro- 
poſes an humble and Self-denying Life in order to Sal- 
vation. 

With Sorrow therefore I have beheld many, halting 
between theſe two Difficulties, and in this wretched 
Condition are too many of the preſent Generation ; 
but ſome at laſt, when ſorely pinched, and a Pretence 
to Religion could no longer accompany their vain and 
unguarded Conduct, have rather choſe to pretend a 
Diſpelief of the Obligation of religious Duties the 
Children of Men lie under. 

To thoſe then who believe they ought, but are a- 
fraid to ſabmit to the Will of Go p, I recommend 

the 


and ſuch Diſcoveries of Right and Wrong, that 
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the Uprightneſs, Integrity, and ready Obedience of 
our worthy Ancients, even in 'Times of Perſecution 
and Probation, and the abundant Peace and Joy that 
fill'd their Hearts, with the great Bleſſings of this 
Life that attended it. And thoſe who are ſo unhappy 
as to fall into the Pit of Infidelity, and are labouring 
to run through the Courſe of this Life without Con- 
troul, I beg to conſider the Impoſſibility of their At- 
tempt ; for as they are conſtrained to confeſs the Exiſ- 


tence of an infinite and Omniſcient Being, the Maker 


and Preſerver of the World, whoſe Wiſdom is ſeen 
in all his Works, from the Sun in the Firmament to 
the ſmalleſt Inſet, they cannot therefore expect to eſ- 
cape his Notice, or live by his Care and Providence, 
without being under an Obligation of Duty and Gra- 
titude to him; and can we ſuppoſe, that he who has 
given Laws to the Cœleſtial Bodies, Sc. and even a 
Law to every living Creature, and taught them how to 


_ preſerve Life, Sc. ſhould create Man, a rational and 


ſpiritual Being, without favouring him with ſome in- 
ward and divine Law ſuitable to his Being, above that 
called the Law of Nature, which is given for natural 
and outward Purpoſes, and cannot alone lead Men to 
that ſpiritual Enjoyment which, as rational and religi- 
ous Creatures, he has made them capable of: And for 
the Reality of ſuch an inward and divine Law, I ap- 
peal to the greateſt Libertine in Principle; whether, 
notwithſtanding all his Infidelity, and pretended Li- 
berty of being wholly left to pleaſe himſelf, and ex- 
empt from Obligation or Duty, he does not often find 
ſuch ſecret Strokes of Conviction in his own Breaſt, 


he 
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he cannot by all his Strength and falſe Reaſoning 
wholly ſuppreſs ? 

If this be granted, it muſt be own'd to be the Diſ- 
covery of a Law ; and then the Obligation of that 
Law, upon an inferior towards a ſuperior Being, will 
ſoon appear: But I ſhall not dwell upon this, but haſ- 
ten to obſerve the fatal Conſequence of departing from 
the living GoD in our Hearts; for how much ſoever 
too many of the Youth, and ſome of riper Years a- 
mongſt ns, have taken undue Liberties, and pretend- 
ed to ſupport them by falſe Reaſoning, the Event hath 
diſcovered their Miſtake ; for by forſaking the Loxo, 
and rejecting his Counſel in themſelves, a Blaſt hath 
frequently fallen upon their Subſtance, and their Off- 
ſpring hath been too much ſwallowed up in the Gatety 
Folly, Extravagance and Wickedneſs of the Age. 

My dear Friends ! I beſeech you therefore, by the 
| Mercies of Gop, that you forſake not his Law in 
your own Hearts, nor fly to the mean Subterfuges of 
falſe Reaſon, or to the weak and feeble Shelter of In- 


fidelity, where the Judgments of GoD, and the Hor- 


ror of Guilt, will certainly overtake you, when you 
may call to the Hills of earthly Knowledge, and to 
the Mountains of carnal Wiſdom, to cover you from 
the fierce Anger of that juſt and terrible GoD whom 
you have refuſed the Knowledge of. 

What ſhall I ſay to the young Generation amongſt 
us, to prevail upon them to ſeek the LoRx D, and to 


turn their Minds from the empty Vanities and Follies | 


of this Life! How ſhall I find Words ſuitable to en- 
treat the Elders and Heads of Families, to ſet ſuch 
Footſteps before them, as they may be lively Exam- 


ples l 
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ples to them! that we may all come up together in 
Obedience to the Will of Gop made known to us, 
that Sion may ever be the Glory of Nations, and ſpi- 
ritual Feruſalem the Praiſe of the whole Earth ; leſt 
by our refuſing the many kind and gracious Viſitatis 
ons of the Lo xD to us as a People, his Wrath break 
forth as a Flame. 

The great * Deliverance which we have partaken 
of, in common with other Inhabitants of this Nation, 
calls for the greateſt Thankfulneſs and for ſuitable 
Returns of Humility and Fear before him ; and that 
we turn from all Pride, Covetouſneſs, vain Glory, and 
every evil Way; that our Tranquillity may be length- 
ened out, and that he may ſpare us in Mercy, and 
preſerve us as a People to bear his Name to his Praiſe. 

And in order that it may be fo, it is neceſſary that 
we ſhould not only timely and fully conſider, how 
much too many are declined in their Love to Gop, 
and Zeal for his Truth, as reveal'd and made known 
to our worthy Anceſtors, (as before obſery'd) but 
alſo; enquire into the Cauſe of it (that it may be 
removed and the Effect ceaſe) and then it will ful- 
ly appear to ariſe from ſome one or more of theſe 
four Particulars, viz. 

1, From ſuch as have known the Lo R D, and been 
favoured with a clear View of their Duty to him, and 
where and how they ought to wait to receive Help and 
Ability from him; neglecting that Duty, and that 
humble Waiting for Aſſiſtance, and ſo become luke- 
warm to Religion, and nepligent of a true godly Care 
over their Children and Seryants for their Good ; but 

ſuf- 
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ſuffering their Minds and Affections to be captivated 
with the Cares and Concerns of this Life, aiming to 
acquire Riches and great Fortunes for their Children, 
and thereby loſing the true Senſe of their own Con- 
ditions, become remiſs in religious Duties; and while 
they aim to diſcover their Fondneſs to their Children 
(in that Reſpect) neglect the greateſt Degree of Affec- 
tion to them, by not endeavouring to bring them up 
in the Fear of God in the firſt Place, and then in the 
fame Fear to labour to uſe all reaſonable Induſtry, in 
ſuch a manner as the Bleſſing of the Loxb may at- 
tend it, and make their Enjoyments ſerviceable, and 
ſanctified to them. ä 
24ly. Or from a Diſregard in the Youth (as they 
arrive to Maturity) of thoſe frequent Reproofs that 
they find in their own Minds for Evil, and of the ma- 
ny gracious and merciful Touches of the Love of GO 
in their Hearts, in order to bring them to the Know- 
ledge of himſelf, and lead them into Obedience to his 
Will; but rather choſe to follow the Pleaſures of 
Senſe, and evil Examples of their Companions, and 
ſo become negligent of publics Worſhip, and Deſpi- 
ſers of Things ſerious and religious, ſuppoſing them- 
ſelves intitled to ſome Allowance for theſe Liberties, 
on account of the Riches their carthly-minded Parents 
are heaping up for them, and ſomewhat excuſed for 
their Indifterence to Religion by their Example. 
3dly. Or from a Neglect in ſuch as are religious 
and concerned in the Affairs of Diſcipline, of keeping 
enough under the Influence of that Spirit that firſt 
led our Elders into it, and fo become formal in the 
Management of Church-Affairs, and loſe that divine 
Authority, in which the Negligent and Remiſs ſhould 
— be 


— 


£ 
| | : 


Lev, vi. 


12. 


18-4 
be admoniſhed; but acting too much as Men by their 
own 1/";/dom and Parts, which never gives true Diſ- 
cerning of the State of others, nor a true Concern 
for the Churches Good, nor can afford ſuitable Aſſiſ- 
tance to ſuch as are weak and want Help. 

4:hly. Or from our becoming too formal and in- 
diſſereut in our publick Worſhip, and departing from 
the known Principle of our primitive Friends, viz, 
That every Member of the Church ought to retire to 
the divine Gift in himſelf, and labour to know a right 
Exerciſe of Mind therein, and fo witnejs the Love 
of GoD ſbed abroad in bis Heart, as his daily Strengib 
aud Support, and only true Qualification to a right 
Morſbipping of Gov; the Want of which Concern, 
and looking too much outward, and having their Hope 
of Benefit from the Miniſtry, and being too anxious 
and ſolicitous about it, has produced this Evil, and 
likewiſe hurt ſuch weak Miniſters as are tempted to 
anſwer their Expectations, without waiting for the 


true Anointing from the LorD, and their Offering to 


be kindled with heavenly Fire; of which, the Fire 
that was ever kept burning upon the Altar, was a 
lively Type. 

Having obſerved thus much, I ſhall readily confeb, 
That I firmly believe that there are yet left in the 
Church, under our Name, many Thouſands who 
have held faſt their Integrity, and are very ſorrowful 
on Account of the falling away, and Degeneracy of 
ſo great a Number amongſt us; and who, like Webe- 
miab, are diſcunſolute and afjlitted in the Midſt of 
outward Fullneſs, an Account of the Deſolation of 
Jerafalem ; and, like Jaſbua, are fallen upon their 
Paces in Aſtoniſoment, becauſe Iſrael are flying before 


their 
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their Enemies; and too many of the preſent Genera— 
tion are led out of the Way of Peace and Happineſs, 
both here and hereafter, by the old Deceiver of Men 
and his Allurements, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Gluttony, 
Drunkenneſs, Infidelity, and innumerable other Evils. 

Let ſuch diſtreſſed Souls conſider, That Nebemiah 
was not to remain fad and weeping in Su , but 
to go and repair Jeruſalem ; and Jaſbua was not to 
continue lying on his Face, but to ariſe and ſearch 
the Camp; and when Nehemiah was willing to under- 
take this, he was ſoon furniſhed with Authority, and 
Materials; and when Jo/bua readily obeyed the Loxp, 
he directed the Lot, and helped him to find Achan, 
and bring him to Judgment. 

I doubt not but my Deſign of giving theſe Hints, 
may be eaſily underſtood by every thoughtful and 
religiqus Mind ; but leſt it ſhould not to all my Rea- 
ders, I ſhall therefore ſay, 

That the Reſtoration or maintaining of Diſcipline 
in due Order, and in a right Spirit, would be the 
likelieſt oytward Means of recovering our feeble and 
backlliding Members, and ſtrengthning the Weak ; 
and that the Decay or Omiſſion of it certainly tends 
to leſſen, if not in Time totally to diſſolve the Socte- 
ty, if the Lok p interpoſe not by a freſh Viſitation, 
and bring in others to our Aſſiſtance. Let us there- 
fore, in whatſoever Reſpect we may be, or are eſteem- 
ed to be, Members of the Church, examine cloſely 
and ſee, what Part of this Declenſion we find in our- 
ſelves. and that we neglect not our own Duty towards 
Gov, but ſeek him as much, and as often as p Hible, 
and love him above all. And if we are Parents, let 
us ſee that we are not careleſs about the godly-and pi- 
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ous Inſtruction of our Children, in awful and reve- 
rend Apprehenſions of Gop, and a deep Senſe of his 
Love and Regard to them, as Part of his Creation: 
If concerned in Miniſtry and Diſcipline, That we 
wait earneſtly upon the Lok p, in the moſt humble 


Manner, for Ability and Wiſdom : that we may not 
act in our own Strength, and bring a Reproach and 


Diſhonour upon our holy Profeſſion. 
May the Sincere in Heart, both Male and Female, 


who are thus ſenſible of the Want of this fervent Con- 
cern, and Deſire of Mind for Preſervation, be en- 
gaged to travail in Soul before the Loxp, with ſtrong 
Cries and Supplications that he may ariſe, and touch 
the Hearts of all ſuch who are at Eaſe in Sion, that 
they may ariſe and ſtrengthen the Hands that are fee- 
ble, and remove the Burden of their 'Tranſgreſſion, 
from their oppreſſed and tribulated Friends, before 
the Lox D withdraw his Aſſiſtance from them, and de- 
Rev. xxij, termine them, as filthy, to remain filthy ſtill; and 
* may ſuch who are thus in the Gainfaying, and in the 
erring and ſtraying from Gov, like loſt Sheep, be 
prevailed upon to turn to him, and call upon him 
x Chron. hilt be is near, and ſeek hin while he is 1% be 
LOT" T3 ' found; for he has given to them, as he did to the old 
World, of his good Spirit 10 nftrud them, but they 
Gen. vi. 3. rebelled againſt 10, until he declared, i- ſhould not al- 
ways ſtrive with Man. We are now under a more 
glorious Diſpenſation, and favoured with clearer Diſ- 
coveries of Light and Knowledge, of Good and E- 
vil ; fo that although, in Times of Ignorance, tis ſaid 
Acts xvii. Gop winked, yet now all Men are required to live up 
30. nn ſtrict Obedience to he Law written in their Hearts; 
we may know what agrees with Religion, what thwarts 


the 
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the Intent of it; we know the World lies in Wicked 
neſs, and that its Ways are corrupt, and the evil 
Faſhions, Cuſtoms and Manners thereof, are no ways 


pleaſing to a juſt and righteous Being, who has in e- 
very Age been grieved with the Wickedneſs and A- 


bominations of the People, which at laſt, /h9ygh ſlow Neh. ix. 


to Anger and of great Kindneſs to Men, provoked 7 
his ſore Diſpleaſure to break forth upon them in Wars, 
Plagues, Famines, c. that the dreadful Language 
of theſe Things might call to Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life: Oh, that we, who are a People high- 
ly favoured of the Loxp, and who have been much 
viſited, admoniſhed and ſiriven with for many Years, 

both mediately and immediately, may ſeek the Lozp 
in earneſt and apply to him with our whole Hearts, 
and take the Advice formerly given to the Church of 


Sardis, viz. Be watchful, and frengthen the Things gov 3 wi. 2. 


which remain, that are ready to die, left the Anger 
of the Logy be kindled againſt us with Indignation, 
and he withdraw the kind Viſitations of his HoL x 
SPIRIT from us. 

I ſhall therefore recommend to the Gay and Unſta- 
ble amongſt us (who are endeavouring to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with the Pleaſures and Diverſions of this Life) 
the following Conſiderations. 

That as Life, Health, and temporal Enjoyments, 
are very uncertain, it becomes every rational Creature. 
to have this Uncertainty ever in Remembrance, and 
to live in ſuch a Manner, that if theſe Enjoyments 
ſhould fail, or Death ſuddenly approach, he might be 
in ſuch a Condition and Temper of Mind, as may 
lead to ſuch Reſi ignation as becomes a dependent 


Being; for, 
We 
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We generally obſerve, that Mankind, of every Sta- 
tion of Life, who have lived in Forgetfulneſs of Gop 
in the Prime of their Days, in the Purſuit of theſe 
vain Delights, and in a Courſe of Wickedneſs, till 
Pains and Infirmity of Body overtake them, and Diſ- 
treſs and Anguiſh of Mind fill them with Horror, and 
Condemnation, ſeldom in this unhappy Situation ſend 
for their old Companions in Folly and Wickedneſs, 
to divert them by repeating the ſame Evils, in order 
to relieye their Diſtreſs ; nor for curious Reaſoners a- 
gainſt reyeal'd Religion, and the Obligation of Duty 


that Men are under to AL MIGHTY Gop, in order 


to remove that Load of Guilt which they are ſenſible 
of; no, theſe Things are then burthenſome to them, 
and though they lived in a State of Diſbelief, and ne- 
ver ſought the Lo RD in earneſt before, yet now they 
find their only Hope of Mercy and Relief is from 
him ; neither doth the Remembrance of their paſt 
Conduct, in the Purſuit of theſe vain Delights, af- 
ford them any Pleaſure, but evidently appears to be 
the Cauſe of their Affliction and Diſtreſs. 

As this therefore is a moſt certain Obſervation, on 
ſach as are favoured with ſuch lingring Diſeaſes before 
their Departure, by which they have Opportunity for 
ſuch Reviews and Reflections, (and the Caſe of ſuch 
who die ſuddenly is more deplorable) how ought all, 
both Young and Old, to conſider their Ways in 
time, and ſeek after the Knowledge of Gop, and be- 
come obedient to every Degree of Light and Know- 
ledge given them, that they may enjoy Peace and Con- 
ſolation of Mind, from an Evidence in themſelves of 
their ſincere Faithfulneſs to Gop, before Infirmity of 


Body, 
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Body, or the Approach of Death, overtake them, 
that when it does, they may have a Refuge to fly to, 
with Comfort and inexpreſſible Conſolation. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed any ways conſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of an infinite Being, to give 
Mankind Exiſtence here on Earth; for no other End 
but to pleaſe themſelves in the Enjoyment of tempo- 
ral Bleſſings, or in the Abuſe thereof; or that they 
ſhould continue perpetrating all manner of Wicked- 
neſs, in Oppoſition to the Knowledge given them in 
their own Minds, and in abſolute Contradiction to the 
Purity and Holineſs of his own divine Nature; for, 

It appears to me very evident from innumerable In- 
ſtances, that Mankind, are or will be without Excuſe, 
and that the great and awful CREATOR and PRE- 
SERVER of Man, does clearly make known to every 
rational Man and Woman, ſuch a Manifeſtation of 
his Mind and Will, and fuch a Diſcovery of Good 
and Evil, that they cannot but acknowledge the ſame, 
when they candidly and calmly conſider it; which I 
doubt not but will be readily granted : Why then 
ſhould any of the Children of Men, and eſpecially a- 
ny under our Name, who have been educated in a Be- 
lief of the Neceſſity of regarding ſuch Diſcoveries, 
(or at leaſt been often recommended to it) become fo 
much Enemies to their own Happineſs, both here and 
hereafter, as to neglect a due Obſervance thereof, and 
Obedience thereto; which the great Afflictions and 
Anguiſh that many have thereby brought upon chem- 
ſelves, ſufficiently diſcovers the Truth of; of which I 
could give divers moving Inſtances, but at preſent 
proceed to ſay, that | 
, Having 
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Having already obſerved on the one hand, how 
grievouſly a great Part of our Vouth, and too many 
of riper Vears, are continually deluded and led aſide 
into almoſt every Degree of undue Liberty, both in 
Principle and Practice, to their very great Hurt and 
Loſs in reſpect to Soul, Body, and Circumſtances; 
and having conſidered that the Enemy of our Happi- 
neſs, Satan, the Spirit of Error and Deluſion, is ever 
aiming to deceive Mankind, by leading them out of 
the Way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, which is a ſtrict 
Conformity to the Will of Go p, or endeavouring to 
keep from it, by turning them into the Purſuit of their 
own Wills; fo I have on the other hand beheld, which 
in much good Will I am concerned to mention, that 
we may all carefully watch againſt, and avoid 1t ; for 
I have beheld with much Concern, ſome of the Reli- 
gious and Well-inclined ſometimes ſo much deceived, 
that they have not ſeen the Work of Satan in them- 
ſelves, (though it has been very evident to others ;) 
becauſe he hath ſo cunningly interwoven his 'T'empta- 
tions with their Inclinations, and fo gloſs'd over his 
Deluſions, and ſtampt them with the Name of Reli- 
gion, that their Imaginations have been ſo wrought 
upon and deceived, as to raiſe a Belief of its being 
divine; by which they have been precipitately and in- 
judiciouſly hurried into religious Performances, and 
into ſevere and uncharitable Cenſures, to ſuch as com- 
ply not with their Wills and Opinions in relation 
thereto. | 
Wherein they a&t as much the Part of natural 
Creatures, as the Looſe and Prophane do in their Va- 
nity and Folly; both which are from the Deluſion of 
| the 
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the evil One, and ought to be ſhunned with the 


greateſt Care, as dangerous to themſelves, and perni- 
cious to the Cauſe of Gop, and Promotion of true 


Religion; for the Wrath of Man worketh not the James i 


Righteouſneſs of Go p (nor the Will of Man neither;) 
and tho? the Conduct of the Proud and Extravagant 
outwardly, be an Hurt to the Cauſe of Religion, by 
reaſon of the Profeſſion ſuch make, or pretend to 
make; yet I cannot but think the oppoſite Extream, 
of the ſpiritually Proud and Preſumptuous, to im- 
pole upon others in that Reſpect, more hurtful, and 
of much worſe Conſequence than the other ; for that 
is always look'd upon, by the judicious, as the Want 
of Religion, and not the Effect of it; but when on 
this hand any are hurried on by a fiery Zeal, in the 
Strength of their own Imaginations, into harſh and 
unprudent Expreſſions or Actions, ſtamping them 
with the Name of Religion, and pretending a divine 
Impulſe in it; that wounds the Cauſe of Religion, 
and diſcourages the true Seckers after GoD, and raiſes 
ſuch Mountains of Difficulty in their way, that often 
leſſens their Deſires, and cauſes them to fear there is 
no ſuch thing as attaining that Knowledge. 
For the Information therefore of all ſuch, as may 
be liable to a Deception on this hand, I commit the 
following Obſervations, as the Effect of that Experi- 
ence I have been favour'd with in the. Courſe of my 
religious Progreſs, by the Help of that divine Power; 
that I have often found near to open my Underſtand- 
ing, and preſerve me from the Miſchief that Satan 
would have led me into, to my great Hurt, and to the 
Sorrow of the upright in Heart. 55 
ft 
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1//. That God is Light, and every Appearance of 
his Hol r Se1R1T in our Hearts, is with Clearneſs 
of Diſcovery, and we are not ſafe in venturing on any 
religious Duty, without a clear and diſtinct View of 
it. | 
24ly. God is Life, and the Manifeſtations of him- 
ſelf to Men (when redeem'd from Evil) are attended 
with Life, and ſuch a Degree of Sweetneſs and Com- 
fort, as diſpels that Death that overſpreads the Minds 
and Underſtandings of ſinful and degenerate Men and 
john x. io. Women; but as CarisT came that we might have 
Life, and that we might have it more abundantly; 
(and for that End now appears in Spirit in our Hearts) 
we ought to wait to know thereby Sin to be removed, 
which is the Cauſe of Death, and not to dare to com- 
mit it any longer, neither to do any thing as a religi- 
ous Service, but in the Opening of that Spirit that 
brings Life into Dominion in our Hearts; and what 
is done in that by us (others under the ſame Influ- 
ence) cannot but have Unity and Fellowſhip with; 
and this will tend to the Edification of the Living. 


- Zdly. Goy 1s alſo Love, and every Appearance of 


his Spirit in his Children is in Love,-- -Its Reproofs 
are the Reproofs of a Friend, Its Convictions ap- 


pear for our Good,—-Its Inſtructions manifeſtly tend 


to our Advantage, and we are ſenſible of it beyond 
2 Gor. v. all Contradiction; and when we act as Ambaſſadors 
20. for CuRIST, and appear in his Stead, as the Apoſ- 
tles did, we muſt doit in the fame Love; if any 
Good be done, it muſt be done in Love; we may o- 


therwiſe irritate and not inform, and ſtrengthen Peo- 


ple 1n their Reſolution not to be reformed, becaufe 
they 


oF - 


vered in a wrong Spirit, 

4thly, Whatſoever Pretence of Duty to Go Þ ari. 
ſes from the Deluſion of Satan, is very often attend- 
ed with Dread and Surprize, and ſudden Apprehenſi- 
ons of forfeiting entirely the Favour of Go» here 
and hereafter, unleſs immediately comply'd with; nor 
are the unhappy Subjects thereof ſuffer'd ta conſider, 
that the Lo RD is Long-ſuffering and of great Mercy 


they ſee, though our Wards be right, they are deli- 


Numb. 


Xiv. 18, 


to his Creatures, /{»w to Anger and of great Kindneſs, Neh. ix. 
and that he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the * 


Children of Men; but gradually enlightens, reproves, 3 s 


invites, informs, and ofters Help to Mankind in Love, 
in order to draw Men into Obedience to him, and all 
in the greateſt Love and Regard poſſible ; but when 
Satan, that dark and gloomy Spirit, appears, he brings 
with him, or there ſoon follows to the attentive Soul, 
ſuch Death, Darkneſs and Horror, as is ſufficient to 


diſcover him to be an Enemy, who. cometh to fleal, John x. 


kill and deſtroy. 

I could enlarge much on this Subject, but labour 
to be as brief as poſſible, hoping theſe Obſervations 
may afford ſome Benefit to ſome deluded Souls; and 
x ſo, my End will be fully anſwer'd. 

I am not inſenſible of the Diſadvantage of writing 
on theſe: Subjects, at a time when. too many are ſup. 
poſing themſelves too. wiſe and knowing, to be advis'd, 
in a ſerious and religious Manner; yet in true Love 
am willing to. diſcharge myſelf, and leave the Event. 

I have alſo too often ſeen, that there is another grow- 
ing Evil, too frequent amongſt us, and that is, A; 
ung uarded and unlimitted Freedom in Converſation 

- D 2 (though 


10. 


m. iii. 


Mat, vii 
As 


Luke xx', 
36. 
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(though perhaps free from the Uſe of ſuch Impreca- 
tions, Oaths and vain Wiſhes as abound in this dege- 
nerate Age) by making Religion and religious Perſons 
the Subject of therr Converſation and Banter, to ſhew 
their Skill and Underſtanding, as they think ; which 
ought never to be done, but more eſpecially not be- 
fore Children and Servants, becauſe it often tends to 
harden their Minds againſt the Impreſſions of Religi- 


on and Virtue, and thereby forecloſe the Benefit of 


publick Miniſtry, from all ſuch as may be concern'd 
therein amongſt them, or eraſe the Impreſſions of all 
thoſe ſeaſonable Advices that ſuch have publickly given 
them ; when. perhaps the Amount of all their Ob- 
ſervations hath not been able to touch the Morals or 
Sincerity of ſuch ; but have generally aroſe from a cu- 
rious Deſire of finding Fault, and diſcovering the 
Mote in their Brothers Eve, while they themſelves at 
rhe ſame time are committing greater Errors by their 
imprudent Converſation, and yet conſider not he 


Beam in thetr own. So does the God of this World 


blind the Eyes of many, and thereby ſupport his own 
Power and Kingdom in the Hearts of carnal Profeſ⸗- 
ſors, and leads them from that daily Watch that they 
ſhould ever be found in, in order to be preſerved from 
Evil, and ſo become Heirs of the Kingdom. 

For as our Safety is in being kept under the Go- 
vernment of the divine Spirit and Power of God in 
our own Hearts, ſo our Loſs and great Hurt is in de- 
parting from it, and becoming eaſy without its conti- 
nual Help and Support. 5 

I ſhould far exceed my firſt Intention, and tire my 
Reader 8 Patience, to ſet forth at large the Unreaſona- 


bleneſs, | 
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bleneſs, as well as the Evil of Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
Extravagancy in Dreſs, and purſuing the vain Plea- 
ſares of Life, and to give * Advice ſuitable thereto; 
but as theſe are the Fruits of the evil Tree, the 
Thing that I aim at is to convince all (our Vouth eſ- 
pecially) that there is a divine Power near, offering its 
Aſſiſtance to every one, in order to make the Tree 
good, that its Fruit may be good alſo; then all theſe 
Evils would ceaſe from among us, and the Cauſe of 
our Complaints be removed; but our not believing 
in it as Ihe Spirit of Gob, and Light of CHRIST, 
is the Cauſe of our Cooder. 

And tho? through the Strength of that Love and 
Regard which I bear to the young and riſing Genera- 
tion amongſt us, I have been led in this Treatiſe to 
ſay more than I intended, I cannot well omit adding, 
That the Belief of a Gov, and that we are account- 
able to him for every Thought, Word and Action, 
and that we ſhall receive a Reward or Puniſhment in 
Futurity, can never be attended with any hurtful Con- 
ſequence to Mankind ; but on the Contrary, as it is 
grounded in Truth, full of Advantages, bringing a 
proper Care and Awe over the Minds of Men, and 
often puts a ſeaſonable Check to their evil Actions, 
which on many prudential Conſiderations are worthy 
to be regarded by every Mind, being ſo beneficial to 
Mankind, and tending to civilize their Manners, pre- 
ſerve their Health, increaſe their outward Guha 

and prevent the Breach of national Laws, and teach- 
ing Men to avoid Exceſs, Luxury and Extravagancy, 


and 


, " 
— .— 3 — — 


* Seen Pamphlet call 4 Britain's 8 printed at the 
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and encourage the contrary, to the great Benefit of 
them and their Poſterity, which will bring to that ſe- 
rene Quiet and Calmneſs of Mind, that is free from 


thoſe dreadful Fears and terrible Apprehenſions which 


accompany the Commiſſion of fuch Evils : But tho 
theſe and many other very great Advantages are often 
the Conſequence of true Religion, eyen in this Life, 
they never can reſult from the appoſite Belief or Prin- 
ciples, which induces many to diſturb their own Quiet, 
break their own Peace, 1njure their fellow Creatures, 


abuſe the Animal Creation, waſte their Subſtance, deſ- 


troy their Health, and ruin their own Families. And 
were the Being of a GoD, the Certainty of our Du- 


ty and Obedience to him here, together with the Be- 


hef of the Immortality of the Souls of Men, to be 
doubted, which we can by no Means admit, becauſe 
many "Thouſands have a certain Evidence of it in 
themſelves, not only from the Doctrine of holy Writ, 
but alſo from a Foretaſte of that Happineſs that is to 
be enjoy'd in Futurity : : *Tis certainly great Wiſdom 
for every one to be on the ſafe Side of the Queſtion, 
for if the Spirit was to die with the Body, Virtue is 
often fully rewarded in this Life by the aforeſaid Ad- 
vantages. But the Addition of that abundant Re- 
ward and Fulneſs of Joy that 1s promiſed to, and poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Righteous with the Lok D for evermore, 
to thoſe who believe therein, and the endleſs Puniſh- 
ment of the Wicked, and all that forget Gop on the 


other hand, are the higheſt Inducements, and ſuffici- 


ent to put them upon a Courſe of Self-denial and O- 
bedience to the divine Will. But alas! too many, 
under our Name, are ſhaken and ſtaggered in their 

Belief 


6 


Belief of theſe great Truths, and are gone aſide from 
the Way of Purity and Righteouſneſs, and forſaken 
the Gob of their Fathers, and forgotten him Days 
without Number, and fo provok'd him to forſake them, 
and to withdraw his Bleſſings and Regard from them, 
for whom my Soul mourns with many others 1n ſecret ; 
and therefore in true Love I have thus expos'd myſelf 
to their Cenſure; but whether they will hear or for- 
bear I ſhall have the Satisfaction of endeavouring their 
Help and Recovery, and be clear of their Blood, if 
I may uſe that Phraſe without Offence to them. But 
before I conclude, I muſt ſay to the ſincere-hearted in 
Sion, who are holding faſt their Integrity to the Lok o, 
and are loving him above all, Fear not; neither be Jer. xxx- 
diſmayed, for GoD, even your Gop, will not for- 10 
fake you; but as you truſt in him, and wait for his 
Appearance and Support, he will ſave you and pre- 
ſerve you from Evil; ſo ſhall you ſing Praiſes to 
him, as Inhabitants of the Rock, even CHRIS 
Jesus the Rock of Ages and ſure Foundation of the 
Righteous, though he be now accounted. by the Wiſe 

of this World (whoſe Wiſdom is Fooliſhneſs with , Cor. iii. 


Gov) a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence, 7; 
yet to them who believe in him, and ſuffer him to be lia. viii. 


their Fear and their Dread, he is a Sanctuary, and 1 

their chief Corner-ſtone; to theſe the ancient Bleſſing, , pet. i. 
that the Lox D conferr'd upon 7/rael of old, will be8. 
perpetuated, as to the true ſpiritual //rael of Gop, 

and may it reſt upon you, viz. The Lo RD bleſs thee Numb. vi 
and keep thee, the LoRD make his Face ſhine upon 24, 25, 26 
thee, and be gracious unto Thee, the Lo RD lift up 

bis Countenance upon, and give thee Peace As the 


Bleſſing 


+ 


„ 


>», x. Bleſſing of the Lox D makes rich, aſk and it ſhall be 


. „ , Kuen you, ſeek and ye ſhall find; for the Lo RD gi- 
James i. c. veth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not; for 
he that hath viſited your Souls with the Viſitation of 
Rev. i. 17. Love, and given you to taſte of the hidden Manna, 
John vi. the Bread that cometh down from above, will remem- 
5 ber you with everlaſting Kindneſs: Remember the 
Words of our Lox D, Fear not little Flock, it is your 
FATHER's good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. 
May the Gop of infinite Love ſo diſpoſe the 
Minds of all, into whoſe Hands this ſmall Treatiſe 
may come, to conſider the great Duty they owe him, 
and how much their being faithful in the Diſcharge of 
it will tend to their preſent and future Advantage, be- 
fore that uncertain Space of Time, granted them here 
to make due Preparation for Eternity, be expir'd ; 
and that they may for the future be concern'd, in 
good earneſt, to devote the Reſidue of their Time to 
glorify that great, infinite and allwiſe Gop, who is 
' worthy of all Praiſe, Thankſgiving and Glory to be 
aſcribed to him, in the Depth of Reverence, by eve- 
ry humble and grateful Soul, both now and for ever- 

more. Amen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE I wrote the foregoing Pages, I find my 

Mind engaged to ſpeak more particularly and 
cloſely, on two Branches of Advice, which, I think, 
I had before touched too lightly upon ; the firſt is, in 
relation to the Education of our Children, in which I 
greatly fear, too many amongſt us are careleſs and in- 
different; a manifeſt Proof of their Declenſion and 
Degeneracy from that Life and Purity that our anti- 
ent Friends poſſeſs'd and dwelt in; it appears then to 
me, that all Parents of Children, and Heads of Fa« 
milies, are inexcuſable in the Sight of Go b, if they 
endeavour not with all becoming Zeal, in the Strength 
of Love, to inform their Children and Families of 
their Duty to Go p, as well as Man, and to impreſs» 
as deeply as poſlible on their Minds, 1n their tender 
Age, the great Mercy and Love of GoD in ſending 
his beloved So N, to lay down his Life, and offer him- 
felf a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind, 
and becoming an Advocate with him for repenting 
Sinners; and alſo for giving to them, (as well as to 
others) a Meaſure of his divine Grace and holy Spi- 
rit, to reprove them for all Evil, and redeem them out 
of it; and ſo far as the Parents, Fc. have believed 
in and obey'd it, and received Peace of Mind therein, 
ſo far they ought to ſet before their Children the ineſ- 
timable Advantages of conſtantly adhering to its Dit- 
eoveries and Teachings, and to yield faithfully in O- 


bedience thereta; but where any Parents or Heads af 
| E. Families 
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Families are ſo unhappy, as to have little or no Ex- 
perience of the Work of Truth upon their own 
Hearts, and for that Cauſe are aſhamed to reprove or 
reſtrain their Children, even in Things which they 
themſelves diſlike and avoid, leſt ſome Parts of their 
own ill Conduct ſhould be remember'd, whereby the 
Force of ſuch Reproof or Advice would be evaded; 
in ſuch Caſes I entreat the Parents humbly to ſeck the 
Lok D, and wait for his gracious Viſitation to their 
Souls, that thereby they may in due Time attain to 
fuch an Experience, and inſtruct their Children from 
it, as well as by their Example. 

There i is another Thing alſo worthy the Care and 
Attention of Parents, in order to preſerve the Vouth 
from Corruption, which commonly begins in their 
Principles and Morals, and then proceeds to their 
Manners and Conduct; and that is, to prevent their 
reading pernicious Books : Great Care ſhould be ta- 
ken by Parents, to diſſwade and hinder young People 
from reading all ſach Books as tend to alienate their 
Minds from a due Reverence towards GoD, and from 
a juſt Regard to Religion and Virtue ; for it 3 no 
great End to take Children to Meeting, to hear the 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity preached, or to pretend to 
wait upon GoD there, if when at Home their Minds 
are poiſoned, and their Underſtandings filled with Infi- 
delity, or Unbelief, by ſuch Authors who endeavour 
to promote deiſtical and libertine Principles, and ſap 
the Foundation of Religion: This, I think, appears 
to be an Affair of too much Conſequence to be ne- 
glected, or treated with Indifference; for I am fully per- 
ſuaded that many young People, and ſome others a- 

mongſt 
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mongſt us, have been very much hurt, and others have 
become dead to Religion, by reading ſuch deluſive and 
pernicious Books. 

There is an another Sort of Books that may not ap- 
pear ſo pernicious at firſt View, but ſeem an innocent 
Amuſement, tending to adorn the Mind, and gain 
the deſirable Character of Polite, which yet in their 
Conſequences prove very hurtful, by diverting many 
from reading the Holy Scriptures, and other religious 
Books, and fills up their Time, which in itſelf is pre- 
cious, with Diſcourſes which are vain, and leave no 
Advantage to the Soul, nor Opportunity for inward 
Retirement of Mind, and daily ſeeking the Lox D 
for Strength ; without the frequent Renewings of 
which, we cannot (whether young or old) make any 
Steps in the Way of Righteouſneſs, nor hold on 
our Way in the Paths of Purity and Holineſs, 


Sutton-Benjar, the 7th of | 
the Tenth Month 1758, J. FRA r. 
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